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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman will suspend. The gentleman is 
not recognized. The gentleman will 
suspend. 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield to the gentlewoman 
from New York (Ms. CLARKE) for a 
unanimous consent request. 

Ms. CLARKE. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the House 
bring up the Senate amendment to H.J. 
Res. 59, the clean CR, and go to con-
ference on a budget so that we can end 
this Republican government shutdown 
that is undermining public health by 
preventing the CDC from working on 
its annual flu vaccine or detecting dis-
ease outbreaks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman will suspend. The gentle-
woman is not recognized. 

As the Chair previously advised, that 
request cannot be entertained absent 
appropriate clearance. 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Speaker, 
at this time, I yield 1 minute to the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. ROE). 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in strong support of this 
legislation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will suspend. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(b) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 22 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1530 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) at 3 
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

VETERANS BENEFITS CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS RESOLUTION, 
2014 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will advise Members of the re-
maining time in debate. The gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. CULBERSON) has 9 min-
utes remaining. The gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. BISHOP) has 10 minutes re-
maining. 

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I want to first say that today we’ve 
had a reminder again of how much we 
owe our men and women in uniform. 
And I want to express the gratitude of 
the Members of the House, the people 
of America to our men and women in 
uniform who keep our streets safe 
every day, and say that our hearts and 
our prayers are with those injured offi-
cers today, and to express our immense 

gratitude to each and every one of 
them all over the country and to our 
men and women in uniform around the 
world who make it possible for us to be 
here today in the greatest deliberative 
democracy ever created in the history 
of humanity. We owe it all to our men 
and women in uniform. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR OFFICERS INJURED 
TODAY 

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Speaker, I 
ask for a moment of silent prayer for 
those officers who have been injured 
today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will all 
Members rise for a moment of silent 
prayer. 

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Speaker, 
we are here today to work arm-in-arm 
in support of our men and women in 
uniform. I’m pleased at this time to 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. ROE). 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I thank the 
chairman for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, as a former mayor, 
I associate my remarks with the chair-
man. 

I rise in strong support of the legisla-
tion on the floor today. What we have 
before us today is an opportunity to 
keep the faith with America’s veterans, 
of which I am one, and ensuring the 
funding for disability payments, for the 
GI bill, which I used, education train-
ing, and VA home loans. 

No matter what your thoughts on the 
current impasse, we owe our veterans 
this much. This should not be, must 
not become a partisan issue. There are 
real and serious debates to be had 
about how we’re able to deal with 
ObamaCare and our Nation’s debt cri-
sis, but that’s not what we’re dis-
cussing now. 

Northeast Tennessee, which I’m hon-
ored to represent in this body, has a 
long history of military service and 
hosts Mountain Home VA Medical Cen-
ter, one of the largest and finest such 
facilities in the country. When I visit 
them, I don’t see Republicans or Demo-
crats; I see patriots who answered the 
call, did their duty, and then came 
home to make a life. 

Let’s make sure they all get the sup-
port they need. I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, at this time I am delighted to 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. PRICE), the rank-
ing member of the Homeland Security 
Subcommittee. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I have the privilege of rep-
resenting one of the most military- 
friendly and veteran-friendly areas of 
the country, North Carolina. So I’m 
glad our Republican colleagues are 
concerned with maintaining funding 
for our Nation’s veterans. 

But it’s too bad they didn’t think a 
little more about the VA before forcing 
this government shutdown on us Mon-
day night. And now it’s too bad they’re 
not showing equal concern for the more 
than half a million veterans who now 

serve their country as Federal employ-
ees, many of whom have been sent 
home on furlough and now have bills 
piling up, or the veteran small business 
owners whose SBA loans are on hold, or 
the veteran parents whose kids have 
been turned away from Head Start, or 
the veterans earning their graduate de-
grees whose research labs have been 
closed. 

Madam Speaker, of course we need to 
restore full funding for the VA so it 
can resume its full array of services to 
our Nation’s veterans, to whom we owe 
a special debt of gratitude and support. 

But veterans want the same thing all 
Americans want: for us to reopen the 
entire government so they can get on 
with their lives as parents and workers 
and members of their communities. 

You don’t have to take my word for 
it. In a letter sent this morning to the 
bipartisan congressional leadership, 
the heads of several major Veterans 
Service Organizations write, and I 
quote: 

Our organizations and the veterans we rep-
resent will no longer tolerate Congress 
leveraging veterans’ health and well-being to 
achieve unrelated political ends. 

Or, in the succinct words of the 
spokesman for the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, ‘‘The VA needs to be fully fund-
ed, not piecemealed and not used as le-
verage.’’ 

So let’s dispense with this political 
theater and this piecemeal approach 
that fails to end the shutdown. The 
Senate has approved a clean funding 
bill that will pass this House easily 
this very afternoon if the Speaker will 
simply let it be voted on. 

It’s time to get on with this business 
that the American people elected us to 
do. 

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Speaker, 
at this time I yield 1 minute to the 
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. LAM-
BORN). 

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to address the emerging pat-
tern of poor decisionmaking coming 
from the Obama administration on na-
tional security. 

Under sequestration, this White 
House mandated that civilian defense 
workers be furloughed, even when 
agencies had the money to pay these 
employees, many of whom are vet-
erans. And today, under this partial 
government shutdown, the White 
House has again chosen to furlough the 
vast majority of these same workers, 
against the express will and intent of 
Congress. 

Earlier this week, all of us here in 
Congress passed a bipartisan bill, 
which the President signed, to ex-
pressly protect the pay of Active Duty 
military, civilian defense employees, 
and designated defense contractors. 
The Pentagon can put these workers 
back on the job today, but the White 
House is choosing to furlough our crit-
ical civilian defense workers. 

The Obama administration is also 
eroding our national security by choos-
ing to furlough 70 percent of the civil-
ian employees at our intelligence agen-
cies. This is unnecessary. 
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